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  Save the date! On Sunday August 5, 2012 we'll be holding our third annual Buckman Neighborhood 

Picnic at Colonel Summers park. More than 400 people came to last year's picnic and we expect a 

similarly great turnout this year. Once again we will be 

providing free food, live music, and activities for all 

ages thanks to a grant from Southeast Uplift's neigh-

borhood small grants program and the generous sup-

port of our other partners. This year we are even 

planning to provide a small carnival ride!  

Face painting at the 2011 Buckman Picnic 

Summer 2012 

A Newsletter of the Buckman Community Association — Also available online at buckmanvoice.wordpress.com 

Third Annual Buckman Picnic, Aug 5th! 

This year we have a Finding 

Nemo bouncy castle! 

  You did it! Through a terrific community effort, we managed to convince 

City Council to keep Buckman Pool open. This was a very tough year for 

the city budget, and the prognosis for keeping our only Parks & Recreation facility in 

inner Southeast Portland looked tough. 

  Our success was due to consistent and persistent communication with Council 

through e-mail letters, photos, a change.org petition, attendance at City budget events, 

KBOO radio segments, one-on-one meetings with the Commissioners and testimony 

at the final budget hearing. 

  Of great importance were personal stories of how Buckman Pool is important for 

health, recreation, equity and sustainability for our neighborhood. A big thank-you is 

due to parents who encouraged their children to write letters and testify. And, of 

course, it didn’t hurt to have testimony from someone all the way from Tasmania! 

Want to help out? Now is the time to raise your hand! Email         

Brandon@BuckmanPDX.org. You can host a lawn sign, donate 

something, organize part of the offerings, or help in a number of oth-

er ways. 

Central Eastside Parking Plan 
  Last month, the Portland City Council voted to approve the 

Parking Strategy Plan for the Central Eastside Industrial District. 

The plan increases employment-based permit parking, places 

meters along Grand Ave and MLK Blvd., and decreases available 

spaces. While there will be a less regulated buffer area between 

SE 12th Avenue and 9th Avenue, residential displacement of com-

muter parking is anticipated. New rules enabling less restrictive 

organizing of residential permits is also included in the new plan. 

New Board Members 
  At last month’s BCA Elections, we gained four new Board mem-

bers and reelected one.  We welcome Buckman residents, Benja-

min Adrian, Christopher Leitch, Greg Moulliet, and Rhys van 

Bemmel to the Board, and Tim Askin for another term.  Buckman 

Board positions are all volunteer and two years in length. We 

thank outgoing Board members Brandon Sanders, Mike Dee and 

Anna Preble for there service and willingness to help their com-

munity. 

By Christine Yun 
   

Public hearing for Conditional Use Master Plan 

for the long-awaited Washington High Commu-

nity Center with pool and field will be held 

Monday, July 23rd, 9:30am before the City’s 

Land Use Hearings Officer  in the 1900 SW 4th 

Bldg. Suite 3000. Testimony will be accepted at 

the hearing or via email (thru July 22nd) sent to 

Senior BDS Planner Kathleen Stokes  

<kathleen.stokes@portlandoregon.gov>.  

The public record will close after the hearing 

and only persons who submit oral or written 

testimony are eligible to appeal. This planned 

new Park Bureau Community Center is pro-

posed to be built at 12th and SE Stark when 

funding becomes available. 

Community Center Land Use Hearing 

Buckman Pool Saved From Chopping Block 

If you would like to become a Buckman Pool Hero and be on a notifica-

tion list for future news concerning Buckman Pool and our future com-

munity center, please send your e-mail address to buck-

manpool@gmail.com. 

By Susan Lindsay 

By Brandon Sanders 

http://change.org
mailto:buckmanpool@gmail.com
mailto:buckmanpool@gmail.com
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By Regional Water Providers Consortium 
  Did you know water usage in the Portland Metro area can more than double and even 

triple during the summer months? We Oregonians work hard to keep our lawns and gar-

dens green in hot and dry weather. Many of us have heard the advice to water our lawn 

about an inch a week – and more during hotter weather - but few of us actually know what 

that means. In fact, many people actually overwater their lawns without realizing it. To help 

residents wise up about their water usage, the Regional Water Providers Consortium 

(RWPC) is offering a free outdoor watering gauge kit to anyone in the RWPC service ter-

ritory from July 1 - August 10.  

  The watering gauge takes the guesswork out of watering by measuring how much water is 

landing on your lawn. The RWPC also posts a “weekly watering number” on its website 

(www.conserveh2o.org), which provides the recommended amount of water to keep lawns 

healthy through summer.  

By Christine Yun 
  The Buckman Historic Association (BHA) has been compiling a National Register Historic 

District nomination for a portion of the neighborhood since January, 2010. In March 2012, 

the BHA submitted for a  Determination of Eligibility (DOE), to allow the nomination for a 

historic district to be “frozen” until the BHA was ready to start the formal application pro-

cess.  The delay would have allowed us to work towards reforming costly and complicated 

design review process, a major concern for some property owners. 

  Soon after the “Portland Coalition for Historic Resources” was formed with members 

representing the Buckman and Irvington neighborhoods, the Bosco-Milligan Foundation, 

AIA Portland’s Historic Resources Committee and others.  The primary goals of this com-

mittee are to lower design review fees for simple home repairs and improvements that are 

at the low end of the cost scale, and to streamline the review process for these simple pro-

jects. The Coalition has met with the Landmarks Commission, testified before City Coun-

cil, met with staff members of the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability (BPS) and the Bureau of Development Services (BDS), and 

with city commissioners’ staff. The result of this advocacy is the acknowledgement by Commissioner Saltzman, BDS and BPS that 

the current fee structure and review process do not encourage preservation.   

  As an interim gesture towards resolving this situation, City Council reduced the minimum historic design review fee from $1050 

to $900, while all other BDS fees went up 5% effective July 1st.  BPS has committed to producing a draft of a revised review pro-

cess and related city code amendments this fall.  This revision should enable BDS to further lower design review fees for the sim-

plest, least time-consuming reviews. Given the Portland tradition of citizen involvement for changes to city regulations, a public 

review process is anticipated. 

  The State Historic Preservation Office determined that the Buckman DOE nomination cannot be “frozen”.  The National Park 

Service requires current survey data (no older than 2 years) in a nomination application, so the BHA must submit the nomination 

this fall or lose the many thousands of volunteer hours involved in collecting, cross-checking and editing the original survey data. 

Now, the construction industry has picked up and many large apartment buildings and other changes are being proposed to close-

in neighborhoods, including Buckman.  In the months before the nomination submittal, the BHA will be inviting neighborhood dia-

logue concerning the future development and preservation of our Buckman neighborhood. 

To receive a free watering gauge kit, call 503-823-7528 or email              

RWPCinfo@portlandoregon.gov (please include your mailing address, water provider name 

and how you heard about the offer).  

About the RWPC 

The RWPC is a consortium of 23 local water providers plus the regional government Metro.    

- for more information on how to conserve, visit the website www.conserveh2o.org  

RWPC’s “Top Five” water-

wise gardening tips: 
 Water lawns and gardens early in 

the morning (before 10 am) or 

later in the evening (after 6pm) 

when temperatures are cooler 

and evaporation is minimized. 

 Adjust your sprinklers so that 

they are watering your lawn and 

garden and not the street. 

 Water in several short sessions 

rather than one long session to 

allow for better absorption 

 and to prevent runoff. 

 Adjust your mower to a higher 

set ting. A taller lawn provides 

shade to the roots and helps 

retain soil moisture, so your lawn 

requires less water. 

 Add a shut-off nozzle to your 

garden hose and save about 5-7 

gallons of water each minute 

your hose is on. 

Historic District Developments 

Free water gauge kits and tips from RWPC 

Help Make Buckman Water-Wise                       

http://www.conserveh2o.org
http://www.conserveh2o.org

