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    The upcoming February 7th meeting of the Buckman Community 
Association will give our community a chance to discuss the potential 
merits as well as shortcomings of a Buckman National Historic District.  
The proposed district, bounded north/south by SE Ankeny and Haw-
thorne, and east/west from 12th to 20th Avenues, represents years of 
effort by the group Historic Buckman which is composed of Buckman 
activists and neighbors who care deeply about our neighborhood and 
its historic character. There are, however, a number of equally pas-
sionate neighbors who are concerned about the proposal specifically 
due to potential consequences of a Historic District. Whether you sup-
port or oppose the proposal, we invite you to become part of the dis-
cussion and learning process that surrounds it. We will have experts 
from the state and city, as well as neighbors from Ladd’s Addition and 
Irvington to help inform and answer questions you might have about 
the proposal.  
The BCA has not taken a formal position on the proposal as we wish to as-
sist and facilitate the discussion of all points of view.   We have set aside the 
entire meeting for this discussion, and we welcome your participation and 
input. We hope to see you there, and of course, we will have refreshments!

By Susan Lindsay, Chair, Buckman Community Association
Buckman Historic District Nomination Forum, Feb 7th
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    Historic Buckman will be providing viewpoint-neutral speakers at 
the Buckman Community Association’s monthly meeting on February 
7 at 7pm in the Multnomah County boardroom. We hope to clear up 
any misconceptions and provide factual information about changes 
the district would bring (see map to see if your property is affected). 
All are encouraged to attend and to ask questions.

    Ian Johnson of the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office will 
give details on process of becoming an Historic District. Liza Mickle 
and Jay Sugnet of Portland’s Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 
will discuss the city’s regulations on historic districts and buildings 
and the upcoming city code revisions.

Historic Buckman is a coalition of property owners and residents who believe a his-
toric district will enhance neighborhood livability and create neighborhood pride.

More information can be found online at: http://www.historicbuckman.org/  and 
at
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/HCD/NATREG/Pages/Central-Buckman-Histor-
ic-District.aspx
 

Join us: 7-9pm, Feb 7th,
@ The Multnomah County Board Room, 

501 SE Hawthorne. 

Proposed Buckman National Historic District

    Property owners who wish to prevent the cre-
ation of a Buckman Historic District will need to 
submit notarized objections between Dec 15th 
2012 and May 2013.  

    To facilitate that, the community group Keep 
Buckman Free is hosting Open Houses with free 
notarizations at the end of January.  Proper-
ty owners within the district are encouraged to 
come ask questions, learn more, and meet your 
neighbors.  The nominated district is roughly 
bounded by Ankeny, Morrison, 12th and 20th. 

The Open Houses are January 26th at 1524 SE Ash St 
from 10 AM to 1 PM and January 27th at 423 SE 15th Ave 
from 1 PM to 4 PM.  For more information, please contact 
info@keepbuckmanfree.org or (971) 285-4643

Historic Buckman Keep Buckman Free
 Opposing the Buckman Historic DistrictSupporting the Buckman Historic District

                             Will you help us deliver newsletters to your block? We need all the help we can get — all BCA work is done by volunteers — there are no staff. This is a group  
          of your neighbors putting in time for service to you. Also, we ALWAYS welcome article submissions, ideas, participation, etc. Get in touch with the Buckman  
          Community Association Board at buckmanboard@googlegroups.com 
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The Buckman Sustainability Committee is the host of three garden locations - southwest corner of SE 27th and Salmon, the northwest 
corner of SE 15th and Alder, and 714 SE 19th.  Each location has several garden plots allowing our neighbors to grow their own food.  
As spring approaches we are looking for new locations with good sun in underutilized parking strips.  If there is a vacant lot or side yard 
available, that will work too.  The committee will contact the landlord for permission, arrange things through the city and plan work 
parties to develop the gardens. The property owner is compensated with a donation from each gardener to cover the cost of water.  Our 
community partners are - City Repair, Urban Farm Store, Friends of Seasonal and Service Workers, and Reach Community Development.  
Contact Nancy Oberschmidt--P.O. Box 14337 Portland 97293, nancyoberschmidt@gmail.com, 503-231-7322/503-381-2248--with questions, ideas for 

locations and to volunteer.

Picture a Garden, Seeks New Locations

23rd Buckman Art Show & Sell
Come support your local school
    Over 140 artists and craftspersons,  food, 
and music performances and a free super-
vised children’s art activity at this year’s 
23rd Annual Buckman Art Show & Sell.
    Friday, February 1st from 5pm - 9pm. 
Admission is $5 per person, children 4 and 
under are free. Friday evening entertain-
ment offers live jazz by Dustin Hunley along 
with a silent auction.
    Saturday, February 2nd from 10am - 
5pm. Admission is by suggested donation 
of $2 per person, children 4 and under are 
free. Entertainment includes Little Sue, The 
Buckman Marimba Ensemble, Buckman 
Chorus and Sarah Maier and the Keys to Life 
Faculty Band.
    This 23-year-old festival features a wide 
range of arts and crafts created by talents in 
the Northwest including the work of Buck-
man students and young alumni. 30% of art-
ists proceeds goto the Buckman Arts Focus 
Elementary School PTA , helping to buy art 
supplies, equipment, props and costumes, 
and more. Please join us February 1st and 
2nd, 2013 help support the award-winning 
arts-integrated academic program at Buck-
man Arts Focus Elementary School!
For more information, or to schedule an 
interview, please contact Dre Davey at: 
pr@buckmanelementary.org.

    According to the EPA, 10 percent of homes in the U.S. have leaks that waste 90 or more 
gallons of water day. Toilets are one of the most common culprits – and also one of the easiest 
to detect and fix. Oftentimes, the most common problem is a worn flapper valve that needs to 
be replaced. This is a simple and inexpensive fix.  Many homeowners don’t know when their 
toilet isn’t working properly—but toilet troubles add up, affecting both the environment and 
your water bill. With toilets using more water than any other appliance in the home—nearly 
27% of indoor water use—addressing toilet troubles is the first step to conserve water, save 
money and protect the environment.
    Use these “Four Rs” to tackle your toilet and start saving water and money inside your home 
this winter:
    1. REMEMBER: Check your toilet for leaks twice a year. Tie the checks to easy-to-remember events (like the Super 
Bowl and the 4th of July). Add 10 drops of food coloring inside your toilet tank. After 10-15 minutes, if your toilet 
bowl water changes color, you have a leak.
    2. REPAIR: Learn how to fix leaks. Most leaks can be fixed by do-it-yourselfers by installing inexpensive replace-
ment parts. Visit www.conserveh2o.org/how-to-videos-water-conservation for more info.
    3. RETROFIT: If purchasing a new toilet is not possible, you can retrofit an older toilet (those that use 3.5 gallons 
of water per flush or more) so that it uses less water each time it flushes. 
    4. REPLACE: Replace older toilets with a WaterSense high-efficiency toilet. Older toilets use up to four times more 
water per flush. Many local water providers in the Portland metro area provide rebates for replacing inefficient 
toilets. Visit www.conserveh2o.org/consortium-members to learn more about available tools and assistance
    From February 1 through mid-March (while supplies last) the RWPC will offer free indoor wa-
ter saving kits to customers in the Consortium service area. The kits include a bathroom faucet 
aerator, kitchen faucet aerator, showerhead, shower timer, toilet leak-detection dye tablets, 
and a toilet fill-cycle diverter.  To request a free kit, send an email after February 1 to RWP-
Cinfo@portlandoregon.gov with your mailing address and the name of your water provider.

The Regional Water Providers Consortium (a group of 22 local water providers plus the regional gov-
ernment Metro) is committed to good stewardship of our region’s water through conservation, emer-
gency preparedness planning and water supply coordination. The consortium provides resources and 
information to help individual and commercial customers save water. www.conserveh2o.org 

    Now is a great time start planning your garden goals for the coming year! How about increasing sustainability and wildlife habitat in your yard? 
Whatever your plans may be, if you are considering making some changes to your yard, we strongly encourage you to sign up with the Backyard 
Habitat Certification Program. The program provides technical assistance to small lot, private property owners to restore native wildlife habitat in 
their backyards. The goals are to assist property owners through three levels of advanced habitat restoration. The program focuses on the removal of 
aggressive weeds, naturescaping with native plants, storm water management and wildlife stewardship. We conduct site visits with landowners and 
provide information, resources (i.e. wholesale prices on plants, mulch, gardening tools), and rewards for certification (gift cards, free tickets, etc.). At a 
cost of $25, landowners receive a site visit, report and certification sign. Many of your neighbors have already signed up with this program and worked 
to create beautiful, lush yards full of native plants, singing birds and buzzing pollinators. 

If you are interested in learning more about the program or want to sign up, you can contact us at our website: http://www.columbialandtrust.org. Just follow links 
to the Backyard Habitat Certification Program. We also plan to be at the next neighborhood association meeting to do a short presentation and answer questions. 

Go Native! Support Wildlife By Signing up for Backyard Habitat Certification Program    

Tackle the Toilet, Save water and money with the “Four Rs”  


