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The Buckman Sustainability Committee 
is installing the first of many community  
composting sites during the City Repair 
Village Building Convergence (VBC) 
June 4–14. A compost tumbler will be 
installed in the planting strip at 1507  
SE Alder Street plus two bins for holding 
browns and greens. During the VBC, 
volunteers will construct and install 
bins, install a compost tumbler, con-
struct a kiosk and paint the intersection  
with an organic vine design with soft 
beautiful colors. The vine will seem  
to grow from the composting area.

When the site is completed, neighbors 
will bring fruit and vegetable kitchen 
scraps for composting. They will put 
the scraps into one bin and cover with 
the leaves provided. The compost Captain 
will load the tumbler and turn as nec-

essary. When finished, the compost will 
be FREE to participants in the program. 
This is a pilot for a composting network 
in the neighborhood. The Sustainability  
Committee is composed of local voun- 
teers and students from Portland State 
University. Much of the building material  
is being donated; a small grant from  
Vision into Action is also supporting 
our first three composting sites. 

The Sustainability Team is also look-
ing for two more composting sites in 
Buckman. The sites should be readily 
available from the sidewalk and should 
have a dedicated person to monitor  
the composting. 

For further information, contact Nancy Ober-
schmidt at nancyoberschmidt@earthlink.net or 
503-231-7322 or visit http://groups.google.com/
group/buckman-sustainability

Join us any day during the VBC, start-
ing at 8:30 AM Weekends and 3:30 PM 
Monday–Friday. Music and Snacks 
provided!

•  Thursday, June 4: Scrub street

•  Friday and Saturday June 5/6: 
Construct and install bins

•  Sunday June 7: Install compost tumbler

•  Monday and Tuesday June 8/9: 
Outline street graphic

•  Wednesday, June 10: Take a day off

•  Thursday and Friday June 11/12: 
Construct and install kiosk

•  Saturday, June 13: Paint street graphic

Funded by a federal grant, an involved 
public process is currently underway 
to identify priorities and draft concept 
designs for a future community center 
to be built on the Washington-Monroe 
High School (WaMo) site. Staffed by 
Portland Parks personnel and aided by 
community members, this process will 
involve surveying and public meetings 
over the next few months.

Background: How We Got Here

The former WaMo property was 
declared surplus by Portland Public 
Schools in 2003, leading to a lengthy 
community-led process to identify a 
comprehensive planfor the property. 
During that process, 4.5 acres of the 
property was sold to Parks (on credit) 
to act as placeholder for a future com-
munity center with a pool, field and 
preserved trees. The plan called for the 
center to be built at the corner of 12th 
and Stark and for parking to be under-
ground, primarily under the reoriented 
(east-west) field. The remaining 3.7 
acres remain in two separate School 

District parcels (including the one 
with the historic high school) and are 
zoned for housing. In the preferred plan 
that led to City Council support of the 
purchase, there were a few clear and 
identified “givens” for the site: 

• The call for a pool
•  The field to remain as an essential  

open recreation space but oriented to 
the neighborhood

•  The grove of trees in the SW corner 
be preserved

•  New development to be built at 
12th and Stark 

•  Parking to be underground
•  Parking and traffic not to negatively 
impact or destroy the character  
and quality of the surrounding  
neighborhood. 

It is also important to note that no deci-
sions were made regarding the size and 
scope of the center at the time. In fact, it 
was understood then (as it is now) that 
Parks, due to its budget operating model 
and lack of general fund help, often ad-

vocates building centers of a larger size 
than local areas may want or be able to 
handle in order to use economy-of-scale 
to lower expenses. This creates an oper-
ating model with a rather large service 
area that has made some previously 
built centers very car dependent and 
burdened with heavy parking needs. 

During the present community involve-
ment period these important questions 
of scale must be addressed, as well as the  
serious impacts of parking and traffic. 
The site is small and constrained by 
its urban setting and contains no area 
for the large-scale surface parking lots 
that characterize the East Portland and 
Gabriel Park Centers, and no surface 
lots are currently planned for the site. 
How then shall the community and 
Parks build a center that serves some 
identified desires and needs of inner 
SE/NE communities yet compliments 
rather than overpowers the surround-
ing neighborhood? 

(Continued on page 2)

A Community Center at Washington HS: But Which One?
By Susan Lindsay

Community Composting Site Being Installed At 15th & Alder
By Nancy Oberschmidt



(Continued from Page 1) 

What About The Old High School? 

At the time of the original discussions, 
the building was designated for owner-
occupied housing (both market rate and 
work-force) and the school district want-
ed $4.5 million dollars for the high school 
property and its footprint alone. With the 
community already dealing with secur-
ing funding for a $5.4 short-term loan (3 
year) for just the acreage, the possibility 
of including the old high school in the 
plan was not possible at the time. 

Obviously some things have since 
changed: the housing market crashed, 
money is tight, and the old building now 
stands alone, its function soon risking be-
ing overwhelmed by a large center being 
planned next door. However, some people 
have started to revisit old questions from 
2004: What if the old high school itself 
were the base of the community center? 
What if the building were rehabbed for 
the center with the existing indoor the-
atre intact, its high ceiling rooms used for 
classes and art, and with a phased annex 
for the pool and gym built next door at 
12th and Stark? What if the center stands 
before us there already? What if?

Understandably the current process 
underway does not involve the old 
building. Its asking price at time of 
purchase for the land was simply too 
high, and the grant paying for the work 

now underway was written before the 
economy plummeted and conditions 
changed. But perhaps a silver lining of 
all this could be the possibility of the 
project becoming even better. With 
values so low, acquisition of the old 
building for the center becomes a real 
possibility and with that some serious, 
unresolved, and almost vexing factors 
to this project could begin to come 
together. For example: 

Parking: there is room for some parking 
under and adjacent to the old school, 
and the phased pool and recreation 
annex could include parking in that 
structure thereby lowering or fully 
eliminating the cost of trying to put 
parking under the field. 

Historic Preservation/Sustainability: 
WaMo, the first high school on the east 
side of the Willamette, was built in the 
early 20th century. It is a beautiful, 
four-story, brick structure with high 
ceilings, solid spaces and wonderful 
natural light. Reuse/preservation of 
this historic structure fits well with the 
city’s commitment to a sustainable phi-
losophy and with a concurrent effort to 
designate a historic district in the area. 

Phasing: the only means to pay for any 
community center at the site would be 
via a bond measure. Consequently, de-
velopment could be phased in order to 
rehab the old school first, opening it ini-

tially as a smaller “creative style” center 
and building the aquatics component 
and parking structure later, thereby 
spreading out the costs to the public. 

While all of this is purely speculative 
as there are no plans currently for the 
high school to serve as the center, it is 
certainly worth thinking about. 

The neighborhood has been generous in 
its willingness to act as host for a new 
community center, which will serve our 
neighbors throughout the inner east-
side area. But the site can not handle 
the type of intensity witnessed at the 
more suburban style centers. 

Now with the economy challenging the 
transition of the high school to housing, 
perhaps the time is right for a renewed 
look at the building. As always with 
this topic, stay tuned.

You are always welcome at our meetings 
where these concerns and desires regarding 
the project are regularly discussed. We can 
be also reached directly via email buck-
man_comm2000@hotmail.com or (503) 
236-2214.

A Community Center at Washington HS: But Which One?

Work On A Buckman Historic District  
To Be Revived
By Don MacGillivray

Discussions are on-going regarding the 
creation of an historic district in resi-
dential Buckman. The assistance of a 
PSU intern may be available along with 
a small grant to help with the work.

The area around Buckman school 
seems to have the highest probability 
of being selected due to the number 
of Victorian residences there and the 
significant landmarks.

Work on the historic district was dis-
continued a year ago due to the lack 
of resources and the likelihood that 
an historic district would not protect 
the entire neighborhood from future 
incompatible development.

We will need the help and involvement 
of the residents in the area selected. 
You are encouraged to assist with the 
project and respond to inquires as they 
occur over the coming months. 

Summer Schedule 

Due to the annual summer closing  
of our host meeting space, Buckman 
Elementary School, the Buckman 
Community Association will meet 
elsewhere (to be announced) during 
the summer. There will be no separate  
Board meeting in July, only the gen-
eral meeting on Thursday July 9th. 

The BCA will go on vacation in  
August; however, the land-use meet-
ing may continue to meet regarding 
Washington High School. Please check 
our website (www.neighborhoodlink.
com/portland/buckman), the Buckman  
Voice (buckmanvoice.wordpress.com)  
and the SE Examiner (www.southeast 
examiner.com) for updates regarding  
the date, time and location for all BCA  
summer 2009 meetings. Regular meet-
ings will resume as scheduled in 
September at Buckman Elementary, 
320 SE 16th. 



Buckman’s St. Clair apartment building 
was built in 1900 and suffered an un-
fortunate “modernization” many years 
ago that involved encasing the building  
in stucco. The original design and bal-
cony structure have been restored along 
with the original siding and trim. This 
one hundred year old building typifies a 
medium density project that enhances 
the surrounding Buckman neighborhood. 

The building, located at 13th & Tay-
lor, was restored from plans by Com-
munitecture, the Portland firm that 
specializes in sus tainable, community-
oriented design. The architect for the 
project is Buckman resident and leader, 
Christine Yun, who has involved herself 
with the renovation of Washington 
High School Community Center, the 
restoration of Buckman Pool, the Buck-
man Historic District, and the Main 
Street Portland Coalition. 

One finds in the Claire apartments, 
twenty apartments with studios, one, 
and two bedrooms. The kinds of ma-
terials in this building will never be 
found in a new building, such as the 
Ionic columns in the foyer made with 
old growth Douglas fir. 

Inside, the building’s historical accuracy  
has been thoughtfully maintained. We  
hope that more of the historic older build-
ings as well as the newer buildings of 
dubious quality are redone in a similar 
manner.

St. Clair Apartments Get Top-Notch Restoration
By Don MacGillivray

Green Street Facilities To Be Installed On SE Ankeny
By David Allred (BES)

As part of the Oak B sewer project 
(which begins this month), green street 
facilities will be installed on and near 
SE Ankeny between 16th and 20th. The 
City of Portland is committed to green 
development practices and sustainable 
stormwater management and green 
streets are an innovative, effective way 
to restore watershed health and offer 
many benefits that sewer pipes can’t.

For the Ankeny corridor, there are 15 
separate facilities planned, some are 
within the planter strip (between curb 

and sidewalk), some are vegetated curb 
extensions, and some are a combina-
tion of the two.  The City has worked 
with businesses, residents and property 
owners throughout the design process 
and responded as best they could to 
their concerns--making changes to 
placement and types of facilities where 
this was feasible while still achieving 
the requirement to reduce flows into 
the pipe system.

The installation of these facilities will 
also have an impact on parking spaces. 

There are currently approximately 155 
spaces in the area between Ash and 
Burnside and between 16th and 20th. 
Of these, the green street facilities will 
displace approximately 16 spaces, or 
10% of the total. 

Car Prowls Up Significantly
By Havilah Ferschweiler (503-823-0540 or hferschweiler@ci.portland.or.us)

Okay, bad news first. Car prowls in Buck-
man are up significantly from last year 
already. The good news is that car prowls 
are one of the easiest crimes to reduce 
with increased awareness and change in 
habits. 

The most important key to reducing car 
prowls is to keep your car “showroom 
clean”: not just cleared of valuables, but 
cleared of any belongings to decrease 
the interest of potential prowlers in the 
contents of your car. Thieves may not 
know that your cell phone is broken or that 
your gym bag only has dirty socks in it. 
You also don’t need to leave a computer or 

a purse in your car for long, if the wrong 
person happens to see it on your front 
seat. It’s important that you take your be-
longings with you regardless of how long 
you plan to be gone.

Always report suspicious activity to the 
non-emergency line at 503-823-3333 and 
crimes in progress to 911. If you are a 
victim of a car prowl, make sure to make 
a police report as this helps determine 
where and when to focus extra police at-
tention and resources. It’s important that 
we all play a role in keeping our communi-
ties and business districts safe. 

Here is the link for the Portland Police Bu-
reauís Guide to Home and Vehicle Security 
http://www.portlandonline.com/police/
index.cfm?c=29869&a=31554 for more 
additional tips or you can contact Havilah 
Ferschweiler at 503-823-0540 or hfersch-
weiler@ci.portland.or.us. 

Board Elections!!
Elections for five positions on the nine 
mem ber BCA Board will be held June 
11th 2009 at the monthly meeting at 
Buckman Elementary, 320 SE 16th, from 
7-9pm. Board positions have a two year 
term, and all Buckman residents and 
association members are encouraged to  
run for the board and volunteer your 
service to this great neighborhood. 

Board members will attend two meet-
ings a month and generally get involved 
with a committee, which currently in-
volve land use and public safety, liquor 
licensing and management, sustainabil-
ity, historic preservation and newsletter.  

Please consider serving. It’s a great way 
to meet neighbors, build community 
and become personally involved in your 
city’s politics and functions. Your par-
ticipation and energy are needed and 
valued! . 



The City of Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation is planning to expand the 
highly successful Sunday Parksways 
in to three events this summer:

North Portland Route: June 21st 
Northeast Route: July 19th 
Southeast Route: August 16th

The City piloted Sunday Parkways, a 
six-mile loop of traffic free streets in 
North Portland last year, opening the 
streets to non-motorized traffic and a 
plethora of events and activites rang-
ing from live music to yoga to hula 
hooping. This year the City is propos-
ing a southeast route that will come 
through the heart of the Buckman 
Neighborhood. 

This is a great opportunity for Buck-
man residents to come together and 
meet their neightbors as well as 
promote the Buckman Neighborhood 
to the thousands of likely participants 
from other neighborhoods.

The City of Portland needs donations 
and volunteers to ensure the success 
of the the three Sunday Parkways 
events this summer. The Buckman 
Community Association Board voted 
in March to donate $100 from its cof-
fers to help the cause.

For more information regarding Sunday  
Parkways visit www.portlandonline.com 

To donate, volunteer, or register an event any  
of the Sunday Parkway events this summer  
visit www.orbike.com

Announcements
By Don MacGillivray, Jeff West

Summer Events In Inner SE Portland: 

•  Village Building Convergence, 
various locations Jun 4-13

•  Division/Clinton Street Fair and 
Parade, Sat. Jul. 25

•  Movie: Dirty Dancing & the River City Band, 
Col Summers Park, Sat., Jul, 25

•  Movie: Citizen Kane & the music of Mitzi 
Zilka, Mt. Tabor Park, Mon. Aug, 3

•  Neighborhood Night Out for Crime, 
various locations, Tue. Aug. 4

•  Movie: Casablanca & the music of Mitzi 
Zilka, Mt. Tabor Park, Mon. Aug, 10

•  Concert: Portland Festival Symphony, Lau-
relhurst Park, Sat. Aug. 15, 6 pm

•  Hawthorne Street Fair, between 20th & 50th, 
Sun. Aug. 16

•  SE Sunday Parkways, Col. Summers, Laurel-
hurst, etc., Sun. Aug. 16

•  Concert: Providence Stage Band, Laurelhurst 
Park:, Sat. Aug. 22, 6 pm

•  Movie: Singin’ in the Rain & music of 
Mitzi Zilka, Mt. Tabor Park, Mon. Aug, 24

•  Movie: Indiana Jones & the Crystal Skull & 
the River City Band, Laurelhurst Park, Sat. 
Aug, 29

•  Movie: An American in Paris, the music of 
Mitzi Zilka, Mt. Tabor Park, Mon, Aug, 31

•  Muddy Boots Festival, St. Philip Neri Church, 
Fri.-Sun. Sep. 11-13

•  Belmont Street Fair, 20th to 45th, Sat. Sep. 12

 
Free indoor garage sale space: 
U-Store Self Storage Central City is  
offering free indoor garage sale space 
available to celebrate the grand opening 
of their newest facility at SE 12th  
& Taylor. The sale dates for June are  
Friday June 12th, Saturday June 13th  
and Sunday June 14th. Call 503-236-0999 
for all the details. Whether you’re selling 
or buying, come join the fun!

Main Street, Portland Coalition News
By Don MacGillivray

The Portland Main Street Coalition 
has been active this spring. Several 
weeks ago we co-sponsored a work-
shop about the future growth and 
densification of inner city residential 
neighborhoods in order to allow neigh-
borhood representatives the opportu-
nity to express their concerns to local 
officials about the potential degrada-
tion if too much unregulated growth 
occurs.

Related to this is Senate Bill 907 which 
is intended to expand design review 
along Portland’s main streets and in 
town centers. Unfortunately this was 
not successful due to the powerful 
homebuilders lobby and a senate com-
mittee that did not have any Portland 

representatives. We were very pleased 
with the support given by our Mayor, 
Sam Adams, and many other progres-
sive organizations and individuals. 
This discussion will continue until 
ways are found to insure quality  
development in Portland.

And finally we have been focused  
on the upcoming development of  
the Portland Plan that will direct  
the future growth of Portland for  
the next thirty years. This plan has 
been delayed due to the city budget 
reduction and will be scaled back or 
possible even discontinued in favor 
of more specific shorter range action 
plan that will result in specific im-
provements in Portland.

Sunday Parkways Comes To Buckman
By Adam Zucker

Portland Parks-BCA Survey
By Susan Lindsay

By this time, many Buckman residents 
and businesses have received a survey 
from Portland Parks by mail or other 
means regarding possible programming  
wishes at the future community center  
at Washington HS. This work is in con-
junction with a federal grant that 
Portland Parks & Recreation earned 
with the support of the BCA and  
fellow neighborhood associations. 

The grant allows for work with a  
consultant and architectural team  
to design through initial stages the  
future center planned for the NW  
corner of the site. It also involves  
a supported public involvement pro-
cess, and the survey contained in  
this newsletter is part of that effort. 

What is different about the survey 
inserted in this newsletter? It also 
has questions and space for responses 
from those most affected by any 
large-scale development at the site: 
What are your concerns and issues 
regarding future development? What 
do you not want to see change? What 
do you want us to know? Please fill out 
the survey and return to the address 
shown, and stay connected to the  
BCA during this process. 

** If for some reason you need any extra 
Parks/BCA surveys, please contact Eliza-
beth Kennedy-Wong, Portland Parks and 
Recreation 503-823-5113 or Elizabeth.
Kennedy-Wong@ci.portland.or.us. 


